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A Letter to Earth First! 


I share the disgust of other Earth First!ers at the sight of somebody with four or five 
kids. But in refraining from having children, Earth First!ers may be making a disastrous 
blunder. In careful statistical studies of identical twins and adopted children, a number 
of investigators, working independently, have found that social and political attitudes 
tend to be inherited. Of course, no one suggests that there is a gene for liberalism, 
for conservatism, or for radical environmentalism. But it appears that children inherit 
personality traits that make them likely, in the context of the present society, to adopt 
this or that attitude or ideology. It is true that some scientists question these results, 
but their objections are rather flimsy and appear to be ideologically motivated. 

By refraining from having children, Earth First!ers may be handing the world over 
to the growtHs. (“GrowtH” is my private word for anyone who favors economic growth 
and all that crap.) Because the growtHs have as many children as they like, while 
EF!ers and other environmentalists restrict their reproduction, it is likely that with 
each successive generation the proportion of growtHs in the population with increase. 

It is vitally important to reduce the Earth’s population as much as possible, but 
the best way to reach a goal is not always to head directly toward it. 

What the Earth’s population will be 50 or 100 years from now depends entirely 
on the form of society that will then exist. The present economically oriented form of 
society, based on industrialism, tends inexorably to grow to the limit of the available 
resources. By creating new genetically altered plants, or maybe through some type 
of artificial photosynthesis, this form of society will greatly increase the world’s food 
producing capacity, and will allow or encourage its population to grow to the limit of 
that capacity. So if the present form of society survives, we can expect for the future 
an incredibly, horribly overcrowded world in which no room will be left for wild nature. 

Therefore, the important goal is to eliminate the present form of society and destroy 
the industrial base that makes it possible to support an abnormally inflated human 
population. 

If Earth First!ers give a reproductive advantage to the growtHs by refraining from 
having children, they will be slowing present population growth only slightly, and they 
will be increasing the likelihood that the growtHs will win out, that the present form 
of society will survive, and hence that the world of 50 or 100 years from now will be 
horrifyingly overcrowded. 

If Earth First!ers have as many children as they can, they will be accelerating 
present population growth only slightly, and they will be increasing the number of 
radical environmentalists, hence the probability that the present form of society can 


4 


be eliminated, and consequently the likelihood that the Earth’s population can be 
greatly reduced in the future. 

It could even be argued that rapid population growth now will be advantageous in 
the long run, because if population expands rapidly in the immediate future, this will 
increase the likelihood that economic and social problems will overwhelm the present 
form of society, so that it will not survive and will be replaced by something else. If 
population increases at only a moderate rate in the the |sic.| immediate future, the 
present society may have time to adjust, to develop new methods of food production 
and so forth, so that it will have a better chance of surviving. If it does survive, you 
can be sure that 100 years from now no wild nature will be left and the world will be 
jam-packed with people. 

So it would be best for Earth First!ers to outbreed the growtHs until the present 
form of society has been done away with. 

Fabius Maximus 


A Letter to Live Wild or Die! 


LETTER TO EDITORS OF LWOD. We urge you to print this in LWOD. 

Many of the people who want to destroy the industrial form of society are concerned 
about the population problem and therefore refrain from having children. We believe 
this is a serious mistake. Scientific studies have shown that social attitudes tend to 
be inherited. No one suggests that a person’s social attitudes are directly determined 
by his or her genetic constitution, but there is good reason to believe that children 
inherit personality traits that make them likely, in the context of the present society, to 
develop one or another set of social attitudes. Some scientists question this conclusion, 
but their arguments are rather flimsy and are ideologically motivated. Anyway, if 
social attitudes are not inherited then they are passed on through childhood training, 
because it is certain that a person’s attitudes tend, on the average, to resemble those 
of his parents; allowing of course for frequent individual exceptions and for changes in 
the social situation that occur between one generation and another. Unlike us, earlier 
generations of rebels tended to attack particular social evils rather than industrial 
society as a whole, because in their day it had not yet become evident that evil was 
inherent in industrialism itself. But the general tendency to a rebellious attitude toward 
modern society is commonly passed from parents to children, whether genetically or 
through training. 

By refraining from having children, rebels against the industrial system may be 
handing the world over to the growtHs. (“GrowtH” is our word for anyone who favors 
economic growth and all that crap.) Because the growtHs have as many children as they 
like, while many radicals refrain from having children from concern over the population 
problem, there is danger that with each successive generation the proportion of growtHs 
in the population will increase and the proportion of rebels will decrease. 

We too are disgusted at the present grossly overpopulated state of the world and 
we agree that it is necessary to reduce the earth’s population as much as possible. But 
the best way to reach a goal is not always to head directly toward it. 

What the earth’s population will be 50 or 100 years from now depends mainly on 
the form of society that will then exist. The present economically oriented form of 
society, based on industrialism, tends inexorably to grow to the limit of the available 
resources. By creating new genetically altered plants, or maybe through some type 
of artificial photosynthesis, this form of society will greatly increase the world’s food 
producing capacity and will allow or encourage its population to grow to the limit of 
that capacity. Or, even if the population does no grow to the limit, the demands of the 


ver expanding industrial system will stress the earth’s resources to the maximum. So 
if the present form of society survives, the world that it creates will be a horrible one. 

Therefore the important goal is to destroy the present form of society and its indus- 
trial base. 

If anti-industrial rebels give a reproductive advantage to the growtHs by refraining 
from having children, they will be slowing present population growth only slightly and 
they will be increasing the likelihood that the growtHs will win out, that the present 
form of society will survive and that the world of the future will be a horror. 

If rebels have as many children as they can, they will be accelerating present pop- 
ulation growth only slightly and they will be increasing the number of anti-industrial 
rebels, hence the probability that the present form of society can be eliminated, and 
consequently the likelihood that the world’s population can be greatly reduced in the 
future. 

So it would be best for those who hate industrialism to outbreed the growtHs until 
the present form of society has been done away with. 
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